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Good-bye to the boat that its bosom has
pressed;

Good-bye to the lilies it lulled on its breast.

To the oaks and the maples, the hemlocks and
pines—

The dainty spring blossoms and bitter-sweetl
vines.

Now fast in the steam giant's power I fiy;

O bome, 'mid the gray-pillared orchards, good-
bye!

M. Lillian Thompson, in Good Housekeeping,
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RATTLESNAKES,

What Old Simon EKent Enows
About Them.

Friends of His, But Net to Be Trusted—His
Eleven-Year-Old Pet—What They Will
Eat and the Fatality of
Their Bite.

“Yes," said Simon Kent, the “‘rattle-
snake king" of Clinton County, whose
bhome is near the headquarters of
Paddy's Run, in this township, *I
think I know a few things about rat-
tlesnakes. Ioughtto. I've lived next
door neighbor to them for forty years.
They're friends of mine, but I wouldn’t
trust one of them a single second if he
was in reach of me.”

Kent and a sixteen-year-old son live
alone in the woods. The father isa
man of intelligence, but spends most of
his time in capturing rattlesnskes,
which are abundant in his locality.
He has sometimes as many as two
bundred of these venomous reptiles in
eaptivity at one time. He supplics
side-shows and museums with live rat-
tlers, and he has quite atradein tanned
rattlesnake skins, which are used ex-
Sensively by manufacturers of fancy
articles. He also sells large quantities
of rattlesnake oil, faith in its efficacy as
® liniment being general throughout
this part of Pennsylvania.

“I've got a rattlesnake at home,"
eontinued the rattlesnake king, “that I
Bave had for eleven years. I raised
Rim from the time he was three inches
Jong, and I think the world of him, but
be’s got his fangs in, and I know that
Be would just as leave sock them into
me &8s into any thing else. I call him
Nicodemus. I have learned a good
deal about rattlesnakes in my long ex-
perience with them, but I have dis-
eovered more things about them
through Nicodemus than in any other
way. Among other things, I have
found that the rattlesnake changes its
ekin twice a year—in July and Septem-
ber—and that if they can’t get to water
while they're shedding their skin it
will come off slowly and in pieces, in-
stead of peeling off in one whole piece
from head to tail. But I've never
caught onto just how they get the skin
off. I've gone to bed at night and left
Nicodemus without his showing any
more sign of peeling himself than if
he'd been a stick of wood, but in the
morning his old clothes would be lying
in one corner of the cage, and he would
be as bright as an old-fashioned patch-
work quilt in his new ones.

“It is the general impression that
when a rattlesnake is shedding his skin
bhe gets blind. There is no mistake
that his eyes do get covered with a
film at that time., but just put a mouse
in nis cage and see how quick he'll coil
up and send for it, and hit it in the
meck every time. A rattlesnake al-
ways strikes for the neck, and he al-
ways strikes his prey before he eats it;
but you may fill his cage with rats, or
mice, or frogs, or any thing else he
likes, and he’ll never touch one of them
unless he's hungry. He kills only
enough for one meal, and when that is
swallowed any thing and every thing®
that’s left can crawl over him, jump on
him and tumble him around as much
as it pleases and he'll never say ‘boo.’
The rattlesnake is not a wanton de-
stroyer, nor is he a.glutton. Two
mice will make him an ample meal. I
had my pet rattlesnake ten months be-
fore he ate a mouthful or drank a drop
of any thing. A rattiesnake has been
known to remain fourteen months in
captivity without eating or drinking,
and then all of a sudden begin to find
his appetite. When I put Nicodemus
in his cage at the age of ten months I
put a young dove in with him. Now
there isn’t any thing on the earth or in
the air that a rattlesnake won't kill and
eat if he’s hungry, and—"’

“Except bats, pop,” interrupted the
rattlesnake king’s sunburned boy.

“Oh, yes, except bats,” assented the
hng. “] put a bat in Nirademmne’
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| Nicodemus was asleep I put the bird
in his cage. The snake woke up along
(in the afternoon. He had hardly got
his eyes open when he sprang at the
dove like a flash of lightning and made
his supper off of her. He knew she
| wasn't his old friend that died.

“There is no telling how long an
animal will live after being struck by
& rattlesnake, and it may not die atall.
' I have known a rat to die within six
- minutes after Nicodemus set its fangs
'in its neck, and have known one,
| again, to live more than s day after
being struck. I turned a little bantam
hen into Nicodemus' cage one day,
and when he stuuck her it made
“her so mad that she drove him
into a corner bleeding like a stuck pig.
I was afraid this excited little fowl
~would kill him, and I took her out as
soon as I could. She keeled over an
hour afterwards, and I supposed, of
course, she was done for, with all that
ratlesnake poison in her, but she lived
three days in a stupor and then gradu-
ally got well. That was the only in-
stance I ever knew of any thing re-
covering from the bite of a rattlesnake
without being treated for the poison-
ln-g-"

“Except hogs, pop,"” interjected the
rattlesnake king's son once more.

“Oh, yes, except hogs,” replied the
father. *“Lord! yes. Hogs don’tmind
rattlesnakes any more than I mind
flics. I had an old sow once—do you
mind old Jennie, Bob?"—that was a
regular terror to rattlesnakes. She
could flnd the trail of one as surely as
a hound can find the deer's track, and
she’ 1 follow that trail till she came up
with the spake that made it, and then
the rattler was her meat She
didn’t seemn to care for any other kind
of snake, but she'd hunt rattlers from
the beginning of the season till the
end. If Icould have taught that pig
to retrieve she'd have been worth a
good deal to me, for the number of
snakes she’'d have brought in during
the season would have been immense;
but she wasn't on the retrieve. She
was hunting for her own sccommoda-
tion, and ate every snake she caught,
leaving only the head. I used to find
s0 many rattlesnake heads on my tours
through the woods that it began to
dawn on me that my old sow was
working dead against me by destroy-
ing the snake crop, and I was finally
forced to kill her for my own protec-
tion.

“I have tried the effect of Nicode-
mus' bite on many different animals
and birds, and with the exception of
the bantam and = cur dog that I ex-
perimented on, every one of them died,
some very soon after being bitten, and
some not until three or four days had
passed.
demus has a record of one man, too,
on his list of victims. As a general
thing, I do not believe that the bite of
a rattlesnake will result fatally to hu-
man beings, but it did in this case.
The man's name was Flint, and it was
all his own fault that he was bitten.
He was one of those over-courageous,
smart fellows, who think they can do
any thing. He was at my place one
day and got to teasing the snake. Fi-
nally he poked his finger through one
of the meshes of the wire at Nicode-

I am sorry to say that Nico-"

mus. When a rattlesnake strikes it |
never misses its mark if what it strikes |

at is within reach. There is no move-
ment in the world quicker than a rat-
tlesnake’s strike. The snake struck at
Flint's finger and, of course, hitit. In
two hours the man was dead. I hadn’t
a drop of whisky in the house, and be-
fore it was possible to send and get
some Flint was dead.

“A human being seems to be the only
creature that suffers pain from a rattle-
snake’s bite. Every other living thing
that I ever saw bitten by a rattlesnake
seemed to act as if it had been chloro-
formed. You can hardly see where a
snake’s fangs enter the flesh and not a
drop of blood flows from the wound.
Inflammation sets in at once; the breath
begins to come hard and short. In ani-
mals paralysis soon occurs in the hind
parts. The blood leaves the extremi-
ties and becomes thin. The heartof any
animal that dies from rattlesnake poi-
son will always be found filled with
blood in a thin fluid state instead of be-
ing coagulated.

“I am a firm believer in whiskyasan
antidote for rattlesnake poisoning. I
have known seven different cases of
persons being bitten by rattlers where
whisky was administered promptly and
liberally, and not one was fatal. Be-
sides the case of the man whom mv

s sponge had been used for wetting an
emery wheel in his shop, bringing
water up out of a water-box by eapil-
lary attraction, and touching the wheel.
It was kept against the wheel lightly
by aspring. The wheel was used in
grinding very hard steel plates, there-
fore the sponge constantly wiped par-
ticles of steel off the wheel during its
revolutions, and it was used in that

i ldopted.

way until these particles had filled up
its cells to a very considerable degree, |
of course being wet all the time. It |
was then laid aside, the string being
still attached to it together with a little
cotton cloth. In time it became en-
tirely dry, lying on and against a
couple of pieces of fine wood. After
lying unobserved for a week or ten
days, it was suddenly discovered one
afternoon to be incandescent—in fact,
a living coal—and to having set fire
both to the board on which it rested
and the one against which it leaned. It |
had burned a considerable portion of
the stout twine and the cotton cloth
attached to it. All were smoldering, |
and although flames had not burst
forth, they evidently would have done
so in a short time, as the room con-
tained a very pungent smell of burn-
ing wood. The boards were each burned |
to a depth of a quarter of an inch
and to a width approximately three
inches when the incipient conflagration
was quenched. The appearance of the
charred sponge was not unlike that of
a piece of roasted iron ore, which it
differed from, however, very decidedly
in weight, being quite lightt When
broken it exhibited the same character-
isties throughout, showing that the
fine particles of steel had been thor-
oughly distributed in its interior. This
evident case of spontaneous ignition of
an article which had not been saturated
with grease or oil, but which consisted
of a piece of ordinary sponge, filled
with fine particles of steel while it was
in & wet state, naturally caused much
discussion, but a very plausible ex-
planation of its mysterious behavior
has been made by the manufacturer
himself,as follows: The particles of steel
which were wiped off the emery wheel
by the sponge must necessarily have
been exceedingly fine, as the steel was
very hard. Lodging onjthe spongeina
wet condition and in constant contact
with water, oxidation was active—or,
in other words, the particles rusted
very rapidly. The fine particles of
steel presented an extremely great sur-
face area for such action as compared
with their bulk. Under ordinary cir-
cumstances oxidation does not develop
sensible heat, but under the peculiar
conditions here realized the usually
harmless chemical phenomenon of rust-
ing developed into an actual fire-
creating agent, and incandescence re-
sulted. Here was an article which at
first sight would seem to be as incapa-
ble of spontaneous combustion as an
ordinary brick, but which proves to be
entitled to rank with greasy rags and |
oily waste and other well established |
fire-creating combinations. Had not |
this burning mass been discovered
most auspiciously, a serious conflagra- [
tion would, in all probability, have |
ensued, and its cause would have
been “‘unknown.'—Fire and Waler.
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RESULTS OF DRAINAGE.

The Service Rendered by Water in Its Pas-
sage Through the Soill

Water is the principal food of plants,
forming as it does from 80 to 95 per
cent. of their bulk in a growing state.
But like all other food it must be given
in moderation and not to excess. A
large quantity of water passes through
a plant during its period of growth.
This is indispensable, as the solid food
is carried through the cellular struct-
ure of plants by water, which entering
by the roots passcs through the stem to
the leaves where the surplus escapes as
vapor into the air. This water con-,
tains the solid plant food in solution, '
and the quantity of water passing]
through a plant depends very much)
upon the amount of plant food held in|
solution. This must be obvious be-
cause if the solution is weak and con-
tains a small quantity of food sub-
stances a larger quantity of it must
pass through the plants to supply the
matter needed for their growth. Just|
as when the maple sap is thin and
weak more of it must be boiled down to
make a pound of sugar, so when the
sap of the soil is thin and more watery
the plant must evaporate more of it to
procure a pound of solid substance.
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| face channels and pipes aid under the
| surface.

I it rushes over it The water is lost to

' hand, is not only a means of removing

plants become sickly for want of air,
the leaves turn yellow, and unless re
lieved and air is supplied the plants
speedily die. These facts having been

learned and become known, some
means of freeing the soil from the ex
cess of water were quickly devised
and the practice of drainage was

Drainage is effected by means of sur-

The former is a very inferior
method, because it carries off the water
28 soon as it falls, together with all the
plant food it has gathered in its passage
through the air, and with whatever it
takes up from the surface of the soil as

the soil, a considerable quantity of fer-
tility gathered from the atmosphere,
invaluable nitric acid and ammonia is
lost with it, and the soil itself is de-
prived of whatever is soluble and can
be washed away. This kind of drain-
age is evidently a very great waste,
and, on the whole, perhaps, leaves the
crop worse off than if there were no
drains and the water was permitted to
percolate slowly through the soil.
Underground drainage, on the other

the surplus of water which falls upon
the land, but it brings to the soil and
leaves in it all that is gathered by the
rain in its passage through the air, and
all that is gathered from the air as the
vapors rise from the land and the ocean
and float hither and thither. finally
forming clouds which bathe freely in
the atmosphere and absorb all the am-
monia which rises from the decaying
matter in the soil or from the myriads
of animals and the vast quantity of fuel
which is consumed upon the earth, as
well as the nitric acid which is formed
80 freely during every thunderstorm by
the action of the lightning upon the
air. All this invaluable plant food,
amounting, as it is believed, to ten
pounds or more upon every acre of the
earth’s surface, is broughtdown by the
rain and is carried into the soil, and
the soil seizes upon it and holds it until
the growing crops can make use of it as
food. The water. also highly charged
with carbonic acid absorbed from the
air, exerts a soluble effect upon the
soil and dissolves various mineral sub-
stances which are needed by the crops
and fits them for food for the plants.

The surplus water, indeed, passes
down to the drains, carrying some lit-
tle plantfood with it, (but a very small
quantity as compared with that which
is carried off by the surface drains),
and escapes to the streams ou its way
to its birthplace, theocean. It may be
that it might be caught and held for
future and other use; but the farmer
has got all he possibly can from it, and
the soil is freed from all injurious ef-
fecte by its retention. '

In its passage through the soil and
its escape by the drains it (this water)
serves another valuable service. It
acts, in fact, as a vast air pump, fore-
ing out the stagnant, exhausted air
from the soil as it enters, and as it

| sinks in the soil and enters the drsains

and flows through them it draws in
fresh air loaded with vital energies and

active forces, which exert a most ben- !

| eficial effect upon the land in setting
| free for the roots a large quantity of

valuable food. Thus, a constant circu- '

lation of the life-blood of the soil oc-
curs, vitrlizing it and enabling it to
support a luxuriant growth where be-
fore there was sterility and barrenness.
Although the air is breathed in by the
leaves and enables them to perform a
most important function in plant life,
yet we can not doubt that a large
quantity of air also enters the plants
by the roots, and that a large quantity
of the carbonaceous and perhaps some
of the nitrogenous substances of the
crops are thus derived, and if this is so,

. whatever is thus gained is also due in
. great measure to the removal of the

surplus water by the drains and the
results of this removal of the water
upon the conditions and we may also
say the functions of the soil.—Henry

Stewart, in N. Y. Times. '
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—Mrs. Pompano—*‘Heard about the
row at Bagley's house?”’ Pompano—
“No, what was it? The sheriff—-"
Mrs. Pompano—*Nonsense!
ley kicked out three suitors in one
night.”” Pompano(excitedly)—*Kicked
out three! Good heavens, woman,
where were you that you didn’t catch
one of them for Amelia? Another mil-
liner’s bill like the last and I'll lasso
the first man I meet and make him
marry her.”"—Philadelphia Call.

Mr. Bag-

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
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J. H. Zeilin & Co., Phila., Pa.

cleanse the blood, which is the
fountain of by Dr. Pierce’s Gold-
en Medical Discovery, and good digestion, a
fair ekin, buoyant spirits, vital , and
soundness of constitution will be established.

Golden Medical Duwcwcrg cures all humors,
from the common pimple, blotch, or eruption,
to the worst Scrofula, or bisod-poison.

Es-
ally has it ven its efficacy in curi
m-rhium or 'F . Fever-sores, Hip—joil:ﬂ
Disease, Scrofulous Sores and

Thoroughl

n Swellinga, En-
larged Glands, and Eating Ulcers. )
Golden Medical Discovery cures Consumy'™
tion (which & Scrofula of the Lungs), by |
ronderful blood-purifving. invigorating, and
nutritive propert For Weak Lungs, Spit-
tine of Blood. Shortness of Breath, Bronchitia,
Severe Coughs. Asthma, and kindred affec-

tiona, it is a sovereign remedy. It promptly

cures the severest Coughs, =

e . B Tediettton. B &
omplaint.” Th and In .

an unequalled remedy. Sold by druggista.

DR.

PIERCE’S PERLLETS — Aath
Bilious and Cathartie.
25¢. a vial, by druggists.
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Should be wsad 3 oW monihe befare confimsmend
Seund for book  Po Movunse, ™ malled free.
Busorrere Reevravon Co., Atieatw, G

BDININISHES THE

ATTENDING IT!
PDANGER te¢ LIFE OF

LESSENS THE PAIN

MOTEER and CHILD

SHORTENS LABOR!

It is pleasant to the tasts, tones up the
system, restores aad preserves health.
It is purely Vegetable, and cannot fail to
prove bemeficial, both to old and young.
s a Blood Purifier it Is superior to all
others. Sold everywhere at $1.00 a bottle.

ForOld and Young.

!
|
Liver Pills act as kindly on the
::i?d‘fm«uuu female n‘,l-nr- !
old age, as upoan the vigorous man. 1

Tutt's P

tone to the weak stomach,
!'I:..kldmn and bladder. To these
organs their strengthening qualities
are wonderful, eansing them to per-
form their functions as in youil. ‘

Sold Everywhere. .
Office, 44 Murray St., New York, |

'W.D. STEELE,

SEDALIA, MISSOURL

S-ld&wly

Religious item.
01l City Biiszard,

DAILY TRAINS
To Washington in 28 hears.
) To Baltimore in 29 hours.
This is 5 hours quicker than the fastest
time by any other line.

The Day ress runs entire tzains,
consisting of Day Coaches and Palace
Sleeping Cars from 8t. Louis te Washing-
ton and Baltimore without change.

Tne Night Express has Sleepers
without chan No other line from
Louis offers a double daily through train
service to the National Capital.

Palace Buffet Sleeping Cars

Are run by this line on Night Expres
from
ST. LODi8 TO NEW YOREK
DAILY
WITHOUT CHANGE IN 39 HOURS

BEST ROUTE TO JACKSONVILLE
and winter resorts in the Southeast.

The double daily lines of Parlor Cars and
Palace Sleeping Coaches by this road from

ST. LOUIS TO CINCINNATI AND
LOUISVILLE,

Making direct connections at both points
with morming and evening express trains,
having Palace Hotel and Dgleeping Cams to
Chattanooga, Atlanta. Savannah and Jack-
sonville without change. No ferries
transfers by this route.

For tickets, rates, or any particular in-
formation, call on ticket ts of connect-
ing lines, west, northwest and southwest,
or in St. Louis at 101 sad 103 Fourth st

J. F. BARNARD,
Pres. and Gen'l Manager, Cincinnati, ©.
Goa’l P %.‘B.gl:ca\m o.
']l Pass’r Agent. innati
8. D. BACON
(Cen’l West'n Pass Agt, St. Louis, Me
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FIRSTNATIONAL BAN.

SEDALIA, NO.

-« $100,000.00
e oo

BANEING HOUSE

Corzer hio and Second Sigueta

Cyaus NswxIRK President.
P. E CaarrELs, Vice-president.
J. C. Taoursox, Cashier.

DIRECTORS.

F.H G

Wux. Gextry, P. E CaarrELL,
J. K. Bagrerr, J. C. THOMPSOS,
E. A, PrILurp.

Thir bank is prepared to buy and sell
£xchange on tke leading commercial
poinss, gold, silver, uncurrest bank
notes, government bonds and stocks
make collections, receive deposits, and
discount acceptable papers.

We are also prepared to draw on sight
drafts on the principalcities of England,
Ireland, France, Austria, Prussin and
the other States of Germany, Russia rad
other ceuntries in Europe. Also cities of
the Weost Indies and South Americs.

JG C- 'mom S(,N,
CASHIER,

SICHER’S HOTEL

Cerner Ohio ana Third Streets,
SEDAILIA, MO

C.N

SICHER & DOYLE, Prop’s

. .
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2 TRAS

It is a good thing for a man to be-
long to the church, but a poor thing
for a man to ¢hink the church belongs
to him.

|

l CO., ST, LOUIS, XO.
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